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Pro-Am Dance Competition, Is this the future?

In this edition we feature two pro-am competitions from opposite ends of the
world - Russia and New Zealand. Neither of these are the expected centers of
pro-am dancing, yet in Russia the pro-am movement continues to grow and its
momentum seems unstoppable. Read in this edition a report from Moscow’s
Champions’ Ball, a competition of 3,000 pro-am entries, now in its 3rd year.
From New Zealand we have a report on the fledgling Kiwi Classic in its first year
and featuring pro-am competition in New Zealand for the first time. Wendy John-
son, one of the organizers of the Kiwi Classic and a veteran organizer of competi-
tions in the USA, sent us the letter below soon after the completion of the event:

In the USA, the undisputed world leader in pro-am dancing, pro-am is the back-
bone of competition dancing. The NDCA registers over 70 competitions a year
that all have pro-am competition. It seems now that the rest of the world wants in
on this lucrative and vibrant sector of dance competition. There are even rumors

circulating currently at Junior Blackpool that the May Blackpool Festival might

soon be including pro-am events.

So welcome readers, to a pro-am edtion of Dance Beat World!

From Wendy Johnson

I have had a dream to have NZ participate in the Pro-
Am dance world as predominently they only have am-
ateur compeitions in Latin, Ballroom and New Vogue,
all of which are very popular in Australia and NZ.

I mentioned this vision to several of the Auckland pro-
fessionals in a meeting in 2009 and they were enthu-
siastic and started having compeitions in this field at
their existing amateur compeitions and much to their
surprise the audience loved seeing the teachers dance
with their students. This gave us an opening to have
some outside dancers come to my home country and
together with Salsa, Ceroc , Rock’n’roll and Argen-
tine Tango we had an event that combined all styles
and introduced NZ to American Rhythm and Ameri-
can Smooth.

My friends Candy Lane (host of Dancing with the
Stars NZ) and Kingsley Gainsford both former
NZ Champions, shared the vision and together we
launched our inaugural Kiwi Classic Dance compe-
ition held in a beautiful hotel “The Langham” which
had a gorgeous classical style ballroom. All compe-
itions here are held in school gymnasiums or stadiums
and of course lack the atmosphere of a real ballroom
which was something we wanted to bring back...the
classiness and chicness of dancing in the appropriate
surroundings. Of course this is an expensive under-
taking but we believed everyone would enjoy it and
took the plunge.

We could not have wished for a better outcome. We
had a packed ballroom throughout the day and night
and dancers from NZ, Australia and USA, both in
Amateur,Professional and ProAm events in Latin,

Ballroom New Vogue, Rhythm and Smooth.....

We had a great Opening number from the Candy
Lane Dancers and a wonderful show featuring Mar-
cus Johnson and Yuki Haraguchi in the Rhythm style
and Stefano Olivieri and Stacey from Australia in
Ballroom.

We had the NZ and Australian Professional Champi-
ons competing in New Vogue...and Ballroom

A huge entry in the Amateur and Juvenile/Junior
events...and ProAm entries in all styles.

We had judges from Australia and New Zealand...
thank you to all of them for being so great and par-
ticipating.

On Sunday we had workshops in Latin, Ballroom and
Rhythm all attended by enthusiastic dancers excited
to be learning new ideas.

We are looking forward to next year...our dates are
March 23rd and 24th at the Langham Hotel in Auck-
land and we hope even more dancers will share in this
wonderful event.

I think ProAm dancing will move the dance scene in
NZ to greater heights allowing the average person to
participate in the world of dance that we in the USA
have been experiencing for several decades....this
will give professionals motivation to stay in the busi-
ness of dance.

Candy, Kingsley and myself were thrilled to see this
compeition take off and look forward to 2012.
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Champions’ Ball,
a Champion for Pro-Am

Report by Keith Todd

Photos by Champions’ Ball & Dance Beat World

Imagine a competition where pro-am dance
competitions are the true focus and the highlight of the
event. That’s been done, you may say, alluding to the
myriad of pro-am competitions in the USA each year.
Certainly pro-am competition is the mainstay of US
competition dancing and has been so for decades. Yet
most of the US events also feature professional and
amateur competition as well, and in most, these are still
the featured events. Yet at the Champions Ball, held in
Moscow, Russia, April 9th and 10th, it is pro-am and
pro-am alone that receives all the attention.




The Champions Ball is organized by Dance Pro-
motion Group and GallaDance and this year the
entry count was around 3,000. The vast major-
ity of these entries come from the highly suc-
cessful GallaDance Clubs in Russia headed by
Alexey Mindel & Olga Panchenko who now run
ten clubs throughout Russia and have more on
the way in a different format.

As a visitor from the USA, I certainly had the
feeling that I was at a US dance competition and
certainly Alexey has borrowed heavily from the
US system. In fact students and teachers from
GallaDance are frequent competitors in US pro-
am competitions. Yet for all that was familiar,
there is still a certain Russian element to this
competition and some of this “Russianness” is
what makes the event special.

The Champions Ball is run on a grand scale.
The ballroom is spectacularly lit and decorated.
Music and sound are outstanding. The judging
panel is extensive and international. (As well
as myself, Michael Chapman was also adjudi-
cating representing USA and there were also
judges from Germany, Slovenia, Poland, and
of course, Russia). Accommodations are pro-
vided at the adjacent Crowne Plaza Hotel, so it
is not necessary to venture outside to arrive at
the ballroom. This was certainly a plus this year
as Moscow was experiencing some late snow-
fall. So this is competition on a grand scale and
let me repeat, it is all for pro-am dancing. No
expense is spared.

There were certain touches unique to this event
also. For all award presentations the competi-
tors enter the floor in a parade and for the cham-
pionship and scholarship events, the top six
perform a victory parade following the award
ceremony. How many times have you seen the
finalists in a pro-am competition take bow af-
ter bow at the conclusion of their last dance to
standing ovations? We’ve all seen it at major
IDSF and WDC events for amateurs and pro-
fessionals, but at the Champions Ball it is the
pro-am competitors who receive this accolade.

The bulk of the single dance and non-champion-
ship divisions are held during the day sessions,
this leaves the evenings free for the finals of the
Open Scholarship divisions and new this year,
the NAKST divisions. NAKST is an association
to promote pro-am dancing in Russia, founded
by Alexey Mindel & Olga Panchenko, and for
the first time competitions were held at Cham-
pions Ball to begin a ranking system for pro-am
competitors in Russia. The level of dancing in
the NAKST and scholarship divisions was ex-
tremely high and I will certainly give you some
highlights further on in this article. As a judge
in many of these events, I generally agreed with
the winner but had some disagreements on some

Photo to right: Both nights
featured spectacular opennings.






http://www.lenique.com



http://www.worlcompetitors.org

8

of the other placements. This is no criticism,
the competition was fierce and I’'m sure most
couples received a wide variance in their scores
— the dancing was that good!

Another avenue for the pro-am dancers to dis-
play their prowess at the Champions Ball is
through solo presentations. Some of these are
danced during the day sessions, but a special
few are performed at night with staging that
would thrill most professional demonstrators.
Great thematic lighting, fog machines and props
make these solos truly special. I was pleased to
see Celia Chou from the USA performing twice
on Sunday evening with Max Kozhevnikov.

At the conclusion of the competition each eve-
ning and for the entertainment of the competi-
tors and their supporting friends and family,
there was a show of world class dancing per-
formed by Arunas Bizokas & Katusah Demi-
dova, Michael Malitowski & Joanna Leunis and
performing Argentine Tango (something that
seems hugely popular here in Moscow), Barbara
Carpino & Claudio Forte and Taisia Finenkova
& Dmitrii Vasin. With the spectacular lighting
and sound to enhance their flawless dancing, all
couples were at their best visually and I greatly
enjoyed the performances although they came
at the end of a full day of dancing. I’m sure the
audience also thoroughly enjoyed it although
I must say they reserved their most vociferous
support for the pro-am competitions. There is
nothing quite like seeing your friends and fam-
ily performing to the heights of their ability and
seeming to have a great time doing so!

Pro-am dancing, no matter where in the world it
is practiced, is all about having fun. Yet despite
that, many practioners take the competition
very seriously, as they should, and nowhere is
this more in evidence than here in Russia. With
that in mind, I would like to give a few general
impressions of some of the dancing I witnessed
in the NAKST and Scholarship levels.

I would like to begin with a division that I was
not expecting to see here in Russia, the Ameri-
can Smooth. No doubt following their trips to
the USA, many of the Russian pro-am students
and their teachers have developed an inter-

Marina Dza i?a & Ivan Stazcenko
1 £
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World Champions, Arunas Bizokas & Katusha Demidova and Michael
Malitowski & Joanna Leunis performed each night

est in this style and “that interest is certainly
growing,” reported Mikhail Sporykhin of Gal-
laDance. There was both a NAKST ranking
event and an Open Scholarship in this style,
although the age groups were combined. The
winner in the Scholarship was Marina Dzaso-
hova & Ivan Stazcenko. Marina is a familiar
figure in the USA, but we generally see her in
Latin and Ballroom. Elena Schelkhanova & Da-
vid Beridze was the runner-up in the scholarship
and the winner of the NASKT division (Marina
did not compete). She had a great, relaxed style
and easy movement making her an easy choice
for the champion. I’m sure she would also place
well in similar events in the USA. Also show-
ing well in this division was Tatiana Ignatyeva
& Petr Shigin, another familiar face to us from
the USA, who has great personality on the floor
and a natural aptitude for this style.

NDCA World Pro-Am Ballroom Champion,

Tatiana Zaitz & Maxim Kotlov

Tatiana Zaitz, was competing here, but with a
new professional partner, Maxim Kotlov. In the
afternoon freestyle divisions the partnership ap-
peared a little too new, but by the evening ev-
erything was in better order and Tatiana won the
A Scholarship Ballroom. My favorite from the
afternoon freestyles was Ekaterina Vitoshins-
kaya & Vasilii Kirin who had a lovely stately
appearance on the floor. But in the Scholarship
division there were some unforced errors that
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dropped her to third place. The runner-up was
Elena Funtikova & Fedor Isaev. I must com-
ment that this was possibly the highest quality
event of the whole weekend. Similarly the B
Scholarship Ballroom was also very
strong. Ekaterina Gorokhova & Oleg
Kharlamov was the winner followed
by Svetlana Kondratieva & Ivan
Novikov. Interestingly Ekaterina won
the B NAKST division while Svet-
lana took the A NAKST. Anna Nest-
erova & Andrazh Snoi was third in
the Scholarship. Vivien Chen & Ser-
gei Gladkikh (Hong Kong) won the C
Scholarship.

This was my first time judging pro-am
competition in Russia and as I said I
was extremely impressed with the
quality of the ballroom, but I was told

FALLEMAGHE /

by several judges that the Latin
was historically better, and while
I would not perhaps go that far
myself, the Latin was certainly at
a very high level and once again
all three age categories provid-
ed superb competition. Marina
Solntzeva & Nikolai Phanagin
won both the A Latin Scholarship
and A NAKST. I liked this lady a
lot. She was fast and accurate in
her dancing and was my definite
choice for first place. I was not
as clear in my choices for the rest
of this seven-couple Scholarship
final. Marina Dzasohova & Ivan Stazcenko was
second. I find Marina looks great on the floor
and is very calm in general. But I would like

FROM GERMANY
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Marina Scherbakova & Evﬁmﬂ’a unaishyili

to see more energy in the faster dances. Third
was Natalia Latypova & Alexander Zhukov. In
a reverse situation, Natalia was all energy but
looked a bit untidy here and there. As a final
note on this division, I enjoyed Alexandra Ani-
simova & Kirill Nikitin who placed sixth, but
who I felt had a superior leg and foot action.
Marina Scherbakova & Evgenii Papunaishvili
won the B Latin Scholarship and was, I thought,
a very charismatic dancer. Oxana Egorova &
Vladislav Silde was the runner-up and Irina
Grischenko & Alexander Fedorov was third.
Over both styles I felt Irina had improved con-
siderably and was perhaps a little unlucky, espe-
cially in her Ballroom results. Irina Nikolaeva &
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Dmitrii Marchenko won the NAKST
B Latin, leaving Marina with only the
runner-up position. Oksana slipped to
fourth place in this division, so as you
can see the judges were a little unde-
cided.

It was also very interesting to see and
judge very large divisions in Scholar-
ship Argentine Tango, something that
seems very popular in Russia. This is
actually a competition of three dances
— tango, milonga and waltz. Another
interesting category was the “Carib-
bean Mix.” These dances were me-
rengue, salsa and bachata. I have oc-
casionally seen bachata danced in US
competitions, but I had never seen an
interpretation of the dance in the Rus-
sian style. Think of a cross between
dirty dancing and lambada and per-
haps you can get some idea!

The pro-am evening showcases were
real highlights of the event, both for
the performers themselves and for
the audience. Every performance
was meticulously rehearsed and cos-
tumed. I cannot mention all of them,
but special notice goes to Taisia Ego-
rova who performed a hip-hop routine
with Vladislav Silde. Vladislav &
Taisia were back later in the program
with Taisia’s mother, Oksana in an
entertaining western routine. There
were a couple of familiar faces per-
forming in these showcases, Celia
Choo & Max Kozhevnikov from New

York danced two numbers. I particularly liked
their Malaguena. It was also good to see Nata-
lia Ranchinskaya & Denis Donskoi and Marina
Dzasohova & Ivan Staczenko who both dance
regularly in the USA.

There were in fact two professional events, an
IDSF Professional Latin and an IDSF Profes-
sional Russian 10-Dance. The winners of the
Latin were Pavel Alexeevsky & Ekaterina Sle-
sarenko. As a judge of this division, I found
them to be the best in terms of speed and preci-
sion. However, there was some stiffness. In the
10-Dance the winners were Vladimir Vyatkin &
Ekaterina Malakhova They were, in my opin-
ion, clear winners in the Latin category although
I was a little surprised after the event to hear
some adjudicators who did not feell this way. In
the Standard portion, Sergey Belozerov -Ekat-
erina Belozerova were clearly the best, but their
Latin performance did not permit them to chal-
lenge for first place overall.

The Champions Ball was only a two-day event,
but a lot was packed into those two days. The
Russian dancers and Alexey Mindel in particular
are working extremely hard to promote pro-am
dancing in Russia and their efforts are certainly
baring fruit. Their competition model borrows
a lot from the US competitions, including the
system of pairing several events on the floor at
one time. This was somewhat of a challenge for
some judges who had never experienced this be-
fore, but Chairman of Judges, Sasha Melnikov,
was able to explain it all to them. One recom-
mendation from my experience would be to uti-
lize an “on-deck captain” to ensure that couples
appear on the correct floor at the correct time,
there was some confusion and missing couples
at times.

We ended with a great party complete with

= a Latin band. Although everyone was tired,

there were still plenty of couples on the dance
floor. I almost felt as if I was back in my home-
town of Miami — well except for the snow! My
thanks to Alexey and his team for a great com-
petition and great hospitality.

Above, top to bottom: Taisia Egorova & Vliadislav Silde;
Celia Chou & Maksim Kozhevnikov;, Marina Dzasohova
& Ivan Staczenko; Oksana Egorova & Vladislav Silde.

Right Top: Olga Panchenko
Right Bottom: After party
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By Peter S Smith.

Photographs courtesy of Rod Lay, Pointview Photography (N.Z.)

It is a very brave decision in this current economic climate to take
the plunge and set up a brand new International dance championship
event anywhere in the world. However to do it in New Zealand in
a concept never before tried in this part of the world is indeed very
brave.

The inaugural Radiessence Kiwi Classic was the combined thoughts
and ideas of three former New Zealand Champions in an effort to
bring something new and somewhat special to not just New Zea-
land but their hometown of Auckland. Those three brave kiwis were
United States of America based Wendy Johnson, the irrepressible
Candy Lane and the sole male of the trio, Kingsley Gainsford.
Wendy and Candy have in recent years both been involved in ver-
sions of Dancing with the Stars in their respective countries of resi-
dence which was the basis for their approach to this event, that is,
give the public something special on the dance floor and they will
support you! Candy has also just recently opened a new dance stu-
dio in Auckland and with Kingsley also the proprietor of a success-
ful dance studio in conjunction with his wife Angela these three
have lives steeped in dance and also a long history of involvement
in DanceSport all over the world. With these three pedigrees it was
a case of let’s give it a go and give it our best shot and give it their
best shot they certainly did!

With sponsorship support from firstly Bernadette Soars and the
Radiessence Company as naming right sponsors and then other lo-
cal corporate supporters such as Autex; Video Easy; Eye Magazine;
Rodney Wayne; Redken; The Nautilus, Orewa Beach; Villa Maria
Wines; Darphin of Paris; V.C. Cocktails, Water for Everyone and
EasyMix 98.2FM, the event had at least on face value all the ingre-
dients for a successful event. However as we all know that does not
always spell success, you need competitors and the dance fraternity
at large to support you before that very special label can be put on
any event, let alone a brand new one. There was also the fact that
this was the first dance event in New Zealand of any significance
since the devastating Christchurch earthquake, were the people of
the Shaky Isles ready to come out and dance and play just yet???

Well dance and play they most certainly did! The intermingling of
the conventional DanceSport events covering almost the full spec-
trum of grades and age groups including the Professional division
with the Pro Am concept plus some Ceroc, Salsa and Rock and
Roll worked a treat and the daytime programme that at first glance
looked impossible to get through also went like clockwork, with
locals sitting fascinated with the vast array of styles and rhythms the
Pro Am events presented and equally the International Pro Am visi-
tors fascinated with the array of talent on show with the New Vogue

............ were the people of the Shaky Isles ready
to come out and dance and play just yet???”

style, something very new to almost all of them perhaps the pinnacle of their
interest. Another very interested visitor to this event was the Mayor of Auck-
land Len Brown who despite his horrendous schedule of events to attend every
weekend found time to visit the Kiwi Classic. A great supporter of the arts and
similar sports and pastimes he has vowed to attend again next time and will make
sure his schedule is not so tight so as to be able to enjoy the dancing even more.

After the daytime session was over it was another set of “will they won’t they”
mind games going on, the “will they” being the general public, will they come?

Marcus Johnson & Yuki Haragouchi demonstrate
American Style Rhythm.
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Well come they most certainly did, the Great
Room of the Langham Hotel a magnificent
ballroom complete with chandeliers, excellent
lighting and also an excellent sound system, an
almost perfect portable dance floor was almost
full to overflowing. They were in for a treat as
the quality of the dancing that was presented to
them on this very special evening was on a par
with the quality of the venue they were all in.
The standard for the evening, dance wise, was
set with an exciting opening number by the
Candy Lane Dancers, which like everything else
presented at this championship was captured by
Maori Television, which in itself was a coup for
this event. Full national coverage for this type of
event is very difficult to obtain anywhere in the
world these days without incurring huge costs.
Maori Television coverage will ensure this does
happen.

Alook at the adjudicating panel was also indica-
tive of the level of support this event was re-
ceiving from both new and long time colleagues
of this adventurous trio, with judges travelling
from all over New Zealand and many parts of
Australia. This panel worked hard for the full
spectrum of the event under the Chairmanship
of New Zealand Dance & DanceSport Council
President Grant Macown. The who’s who of the
competitors’ list was also a fair indication of the
potential the competitors think this event has,
with Australian Professional New Vogue Cham-
pions Darryl Davenport & Natalie Smith, Ama-

Darryl Davenport & Natalie Smith

teur Champions Michael Glickman & Milana
Deitch and up and coming Latin stars, Laurence
Moldavsky & Nicole Prosser all Sydney based
making the trip across the Tasman Sea to stamp
their mark on this event. Stamp their mark they
most certainly did with Darryl and Natalie win-
ning the Professional Standard and New Vogue
events by winning all dances in both events;

Laurence Moldavsky & Nicole Prosser

Michael and Milana the Amateur Standard
also winning all dances, with a level of danc-
ing way above anything I have witnessed from
these two in recent times and Laurence & Ni-
cole quite easily won the Amateur Latin event.
The potential in this couple to go on to bigger
and better things is enormous and this event was
just another step along the way. Also adding this
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Michael Glickman & Milana Deitch

event to the list of championships they regularly
visit in New Zealand were Queensland’s leading
Amateur Standard Champions Peter & Rebecca
Beardsley and Masters Champions Terry Nich-
olls & Ann Allen-Ankins, who too had success.

The ranks of competitors were also swelled
by many of New Zealand’s top couples such
as current N.Z. 10 dance Champions Mathew
Nicholson & Jenna Spyve plus the irrepressible
Ishizuka brothers from Christchurch, Lyo danc-
ing with his new partner Carmille Webb and
twin brother with Samantha Nicholson in the
Standard events and Sophie Lambie in the Latin
section.

With almost all the Pro Am participants making
their first trip to New Zealand there were many
faces we had seen via You Tube and champi-
onship videos over the years but to see them in
the flesh so to speak and witness their style of
dancing for the first time was indeed a pleasure.
Amongst those who were having a great time
and impressing on the dance floor were the gor-
geous Yuki Haraguchi, Marcus Johnston, and
the man with the look on his face of a scoundrel
waiting to be let loose and personality to boot
Michael Babineaux resplendent in Cowboy hat,
a sequined belt on his trousers and partner Glo-
ria Roberson in her rhinestoned cowboy boots
dancing in the Country & Western Division
events. Former New Zealand Professional Latin
Champions Cody Stephens and Rachael Burn-
stein were also enjoying their trip back to New
Zealand dancing with their Pro Am partners.
Not to be outdone Australian and New Zealand
Professionals who were once former regular
competitors in this part of the world, dusted off
their dance shoes and also joined the fray and
seen out competing with various partners were
Sydney based Gordon Gilkes and Paul Cruddas
plus Aucklanders Mike Whitson, Kristy Boyd,
Graham Davidson, Jonny Williams, Richard
Peters and Aaron Gilmore, with Wanganui do-
miciled Mark Glastonbury dancing with eight
separate partners to complete his day, what a
brave man, one partner at a time was always
enough for me!

Whilst all this mixture of fun, frivolity and
some excellent dancing was going on the plight
of those in Christchurch was never far from the
minds of all in attendance, with a raffle being
run to help swell the coffers of the very special
“United in Dance Appeal” set up to support
members of the dance fraternity who suffered
during and since the earthquake, plus the dedi-
cation of the music in the Amateur Standard
event being for those who find themselves in
dire straights as result of nature’s fury. The
Waltz chosen for the finalists to dance to was
“Conquest of Paradise” the theme song of the
Canterbury Crusaders Super 15 Rugby Union
team, any one with any links to this wonder-
ful little country will know the significance of
Rugby Union to all Kiwis and the Crusaders are
the pride of Christchurch.

Completing the entertainment on the dance floor
we were treated to two floorshows, firstly visi-
tors from the U.S. A. Markus Johnson and Yuki
Haraguchi gave us an excellent demonstration
of the intricacies of the dances that signify the
American Rhythm Style and Stefano Olivieri

Gloria Roberson & Michael Babineau I'
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and his new partner Stacey Power in the Stan-
dard style supported them.

Results at a glance were: -

Top Pro/Am Professional: Michael Babineaux
(California U.S.A.)

Professional Standard: Darryl Davenport &
Natalie Smith (NSW. Australia)

Professional New Vogue: Darryl Davenport &
Natalie Smith (NSW Australia)

Amateur Standard: Michael Glikman & Milana
Deitch (NSW Australia)

Amateur Latin: Laurence Moldavsky & Nicole
Prosser (NSW Australia)

Amateur New Vogue: Ben Nicholson & Loryn
Reynolds (Auck. N.Z.)

Senior Open Standard: Terry Nichols & Ann
Allen-Ankins (QLD Australia)

Junior Open Standard: Chase Limmer & Sasha
Paunovic (Auck.N.Z.)

Junior Open Latin: Chase Limmer & Sasha Pau-
novic (Auck.N.Z.)

Junior Open New Vogue: Joshua Wyatt & Mad-
eline Mitchell (Auck. N.Z.)
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Are you looking for photographs from around the world. For pictures
from many of the major events from the Uk, Europe, and Asia please go
to: www.dancefotoman.co.uk
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